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Abstract

China’s expanding geo-strategic influence in Africa has emerged as a
significant feature of contemporary international relations. Quer the past
two decades, China has strengthened its engagement with African countries
through trade, investment, infrastructure development, diplomacy, security
cooperation, and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This study examines
the major drivers of China’s geo-strategic interests in Africa and evaluates
the opportunities, challenges, and strategic implications associated with its
growing presence. The study adopts a qualitative research approach based
on secondary sources, including academic literature, government reports,
policy documents, books, newspapers, and international organizations’
publications. Guided by Realist Theory, the study analyzes China’s pursuit
of economic tesources, strategic partnerships, political influence, energy
security, and geopolitical interests. The findings suggest that Chinese
engagement has contributed to infrastructure development, economic
connectivity, trade expansion, and investment opportunities in Africa.
However, concerns regarding debt dependency, resource exploitation,
unequal economic relations, political influence, and strategic competition
remain. The study concludes that China’s African strategy is reshaping
regional and global power dynamics.

Introduction

China’s engagement with Africa has evolved from
relatively limited diplomatic and economic
relations into a multidimensional partnership
involving  trade, investment, infrastructure
development, diplomacy, political cooperation,
and security. Since the beginning of the twenty-
first century, China has substantially expanded its
presence across the African continent through

mechanisms such as the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC), foreign direct investment,
development financing, infrastructure projects,
and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The
expansion of these engagements has strengthened
China’s economic and diplomatic position in
Africa while providing African states with
alternative sources of development finance and
international partnerships. Recent scholarship
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indicates that China’s involvement in Africa is
driven primarily by economic and political
considerations, including access to markets and
natural resources, infrastructure development,
and diplomatic cooperation (Kumar, 2024).
China’s growing presence in Africa is also
increasingly significant from a geo-strategic
perspective. Beyond economic cooperation,
Beijing has developed political relationships with
African governments and political parties,
expanded diplomatic networks, promoted cultural
and softpower initiatives, and increased its
security  affairs.  These
developments have contributed to debates over
whether China’s African policy represents a
developmentoriented partnership, a strategy for
expanding  geopolitical  influence, or a
combination of both. Research demonstrates that
China’s influence operates through multiple
channels, including economic relations, political
diplomacy, and elite-level party-to-party relations
(Eisenman, 2023). At the same time, China’s
expanding influence has generated competing
interpretations, with some scholars emphasizing
development opportunities while others raise
concerns about dependency, resource extraction,
debt, and unequal economic relations (Mlambo et
al,, 2016).

The expansion of China’s geo-strategic influence
in Africa therefore has important implications for
both African states and the wider international

involvement  in

system. Chinese engagement can create
opportunities through infrastructure
development, investment, trade, technology

transfer, employment, and greater diplomatic
options for African countries. However, concerns
regarding debt sustainability, resource
dependence, local industrial development,
governance, transparency, and the distribution of
benefits remain important challenges. Moreover,
Africa’s growing importance within China’s
broader strategic outlook has implications for
relations among China, the United States,
Europe, and other global powers. Recent research
argues that Africa occupies an evolving position

within China’s broader geo-strategic engagement
and provides an important context for
understanding the changing practices of Chinese
global power (Barton & Carmody, 2026).

Thus, examining China’s expanding geo-strategic
influence in Africa is essential for understanding
the opportunities and challenges facing African
states and the broader transformation of
contemporary international relations. China-
Africa relations have a long historical foundation,
but their modern diplomatic development
accelerated after the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949. During the Cold War,
China sought diplomatic recognition and political
support among newly independent African states
while presenting itself as a developing country
opposed to colonialism and imperialism. The
Bandung Conference of 1955 provided an
important platform for China to strengthen
relations with Asian and African countries.
During the 1960s and 1970s, Beijing expanded
diplomatic ties with African governments and
supported several African liberation and anti-
colonial movements. A major milestone was the
construction of the Tanzania-Zambia Railway

(TAZARA) in the 1970s, which demonstrated

China’s willingness to provide large-scale
development assistance in Africa. China’s
diplomatic engagement also gained greater

international significance when the People’s
Republic of China obtained the China seat at the
United Nations in 1971, with substantial support
from African states (Taylor, 2006).

After the end of the Cold War, China-Africa
relations gradually shifted from primarily
ideological and political cooperation toward
broader economic and strategic engagement. The
establishment of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) in 2000 institutionalized
high-level cooperation and provided a framework
for trade, investment, infrastructure, development
assistance, education, health, and diplomatic
coordination. China’s rapid economic growth
created increasing demand for energy and raw
materials, while African states sought investment,
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infrastructure, technology, and new markets.
Consequently, bilateral trade and Chinese
investment expanded considerably during the
2000s and 2010s. Chinese companies became
increasingly active in sectors such as mining, oil
and gas, telecommunications, construction,
transportation, and  manufacturing.  This
transformation made economic interdependence
an important foundation of contemporary China-
Africa relations (Alden, 2025).

In the twenty-first century, China-Africa relations
have developed into a comprehensive partnership
encompassing economic, political, diplomatic,
technological, and security dimensions. The
launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in
2013 further strengthened China’s engagement by
connecting African infrastructure and
development projects with China’s broader
international economic strategy. Chinese-financed
roads, railways, ports, energy facilities, industrial
parks, and telecommunications networks have
increased Beijing’s visibility and influence across
the continent. At the same time, China has
expanded diplomatic cooperation with African
states through the United Nations and other
multilateral institutions. Thus, the historical
evolution of China-Africa relations demonstrates
a transition from ideological solidarity and
diplomatic recognition
multidimensional strategic partnership in which
interests,  political  cooperation,
development, and geopolitical considerations
increasingly intersect ( Brautigam, 2023).
Expansion of Chinese Influence in Africa

toward a

economic

China’s influence in Africa has expanded
significantly through economic engagement,
particularly trade, investment, infrastructure

financing, and development cooperation. Chinese
state-owned enterprises and private companies
have become important participants in African
infrastructure and resource sectors. Through
construction projects, mining investments, energy
cooperation, telecommunications, and industrial
development, China has developed extensive
economic networks across the continent. The BRI

has provided an additional framework for this
expansion, linking Chinese economic resources
and infrastructure expertise with  African
development needs. From a strategic perspective,
these economic relationships can increase China’s
access to African markets and natural resources
while simultaneously strengthening Beijing’s long-
term diplomatic relationships with African
governments (Brautigam, 2024).

Chinese influence has also expanded beyond
economics into the political and diplomatic
sphere. Beijing has developed extensive relations
with African governments and political elites and
has used institutions such as FOCAC to promote
regular high-level political dialogue. China and
African  states  frequently cooperate in
international organizations, including the United
Nations, where African countries collectively
represent a substantial voting bloc. China has also
promoted party-to-party relations, educational
exchanges, scholarships, cultural programs, and
media  cooperation as mechanisms for
strengthening its broader political and soft-power

influence. These activities demonstrate that
China’s engagement is not limited to commercial
interests ~ but  increasingly  involves  the

development of long-term political and diplomatic
partnerships (Eisenman, 2023).
The expansion of Chinese
increasingly acquired a security and geo-strategic
China has strengthened its
involvement in African peacekeeping, military
diplomacy, security cooperation, and maritime
The establishment of China’s first
overseas military support base in Djibouti in 2017
represented an important development in
Beijing’s growing security presence in Africa and
reflected the increasing importance of the
continent to China’s global strategic interests. At
the same time, China’s expanding presence has

influence has

dimension.

interests.
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China’s growing economic, diplomatic, political,
and security engagement has made it one of the
most important external actors in contemporary
Africa and an increasingly significant factor in the
changing balance of global power (Mlambo et al.,
2025).

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research approach
China’s expanding geo-strategic
influence in Africa, with particular attention to its
economic, political, diplomatic, security, and
strategic dimensions. A qualitative approach is
appropriate because the study seeks to understand
the motives, patterns, opportunities, challenges,
and implications of China’s engagement rather
than measure these phenomena statistically. The
study will interpret existing documentary and
textual evidence to develop a comprehensive
understanding of China-Africa relations.

to examine

Theoretical Framework

This study adopts Realist Theory of International
Relations, particularly the classical realism of Hans
J. Morgenthau and the
(neorealism) of Kenneth N. Waltz, as its principal
theoretical framework. Realism is appropriate for
examining China’s expanding geo-strategic
influence in Africa because the study focuses on
national interest, power, security, strategic
resources, geopolitical competition, and the
distribution of capabilities. Realist approaches
generally view states as important actors in an
international system characterized by anarchy,
where states seek to protect their interests and
security and compete for influence and power.

structural realism

China’s Geo-Strategic Interests in Africa

China’s growing engagement with Africa is
influenced by a combination of economic,
political, diplomatic, geographical, and security
interests. From a realist perspective, China’s
expanding presence can be understood as part of
its broader pursuit of national interests, strategic

resources, international  influence, and

geopolitical power.

Natural Resources and Energy Security

Africa possesses abundant reserves of oil, natural
gas, minerals, metals, and other strategic
resources, making the continent important to
China’s long-term economic and energy security.
China’s rapid industrialization and economic
development have increased its demand for energy
and raw materials. Consequently, Chinese state-
owned enterprises have developed partnerships
with African countries in sectors such as
petroleum, mining, natural gas, copper, cobalt,
and other critical minerals. Countries including
Angola, Nigeria, Sudan, Zambia, and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo have become
significant partners in China’s resource-related
engagement. Access to African resources helps
China diversify its sources of energy and raw
materials while reducing excessive dependence on
particular suppliers and regions. Thus, resource
security represents an important component of
China’s long-term geo-strategic interests in Africa

(Alden, 2007; Taylor, 2006).

Trade and Investment

Trade and investment constitute another major
pillar of China’s strategic engagement with Africa.
China has expanded bilateral trade, foreign direct
investment, infrastructure financing, construction
contracts, and industrial cooperation throughout
the continent. Chinese companies participate in
sectors including transportation,
telecommunications, energy, manufacturing,
mining, construction, and agriculture. The Belt
and Road Initiative has further strengthened
economic connectivity by supporting
infrastructure projects such as railways, highways,
ports, energy facilities, and industrial zones. From
China’s perspective, Africa represents not only an
important source of commodities but also a
growing market for Chinese goods, technology,
and Economic  interdependence
consequently provides Beijing with opportunities

services.
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to strengthen long-term political and diplomatic
relationships with African states (Brautigam,

2009; Sun, 2014).

Strategic Geographical Locations

Africa’s geographical position gives it considerable
strategic importance in international politics. The
continent is located close to important maritime
routes connecting the Indian Ocean, Red Sea,
Mediterranean Sea, and Atlantic Ocean. The Suez
Canal and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait are
particularly important for global trade and energy
transportation. China’s increasing presence in
strategically located African countries allows
Beijing to strengthen its connectivity with major
international trade routes. The establishment of
China’s overseas military support base in Djibouti
in 2017 further demonstrated the strategic
importance Beijing attaches to the Horn of Africa
and the Indian Ocean. Strategic
geographical locations therefore contribute to
China’s broader interests in protecting trade
routes, supporting overseas economic activities,
and enhancing its global strategic reach.

western

Diplomatic and Political Influence

China also seeks to strengthen its diplomatic and
political influence through its relations with
African states. Africa consists of a large number of
sovereign states and therefore represents an
important collective diplomatic constituency in
international  organizations, particularly the
United Nations. Through the Forum on China-
Africa  Cooperation  (FOCAC), bilateral
partnerships, development assistance, educational
exchanges, and political dialogue, China has
developed relations with African
governments. Beijing has also promoted party-to-
party relations and cultural exchanges to deepen
political connections. African diplomatic support
can contribute to China’s position on issues
concerning Taiwan, sovereignty, human rights,
and reform of international institutions. Thus,
Africa has strategic value for China not only as an
economic partner but also as an important source

extensive

of diplomatic support and political legitimacy in
global affairs (Eisenman, 2023).

Security Interests

Security has become an increasingly important
dimension of China’s engagement with Africa.
China has economic assets, citizens, infrastructure
projects, and commercial interests across the
continent that require protection from political
instability, terrorism, piracy, and armed conflict.
Beijing has therefore expanded its involvement in
UN peacekeeping operations, military diplomacy,
counter-piracy activities, security cooperation, and
defense relations with African states. The Chinese
military presence in Djibouti is particularly
significant because it supports China’s ability to
protect maritime commerce and conduct logistical
and security operations in the region. China’s
security engagement also reflects its broader
objective of developing the capabilities necessary
to protect its expanding overseas interests.
Consequently, security cooperation has become
an increasingly important element of China’s
broader geo-strategic strategy in Africa.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Africa

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has become
one of the most important mechanisms through
which Beijing has expanded its economic and geo-
strategic engagement with Africa. Since its launch
in 2013, the BRI has promoted connectivity,
infrastructure development, trade, investment,
and economic cooperation between China and
participating African states. African countries have
increasingly engaged with BRl-related projects
because of their infrastructure needs, while China
benefits from expanded markets, commercial

opportunities,  connectivity, and  stronger
diplomatic relationships. Therefore, the BRI
represents both an economic development

initiative and an important component of China’s
broader international strategy.
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Infrastructure Development

Infrastructure  development is a central
component of China’s BRI engagement in Africa.
Many African countries face substantial
infrastructure gaps in transportation, energy,
water supply, industrial development, and urban
infrastructure. Chinese companies and financial
institutions have participated in the construction
and modernization of railways, highways, bridges,
airports, power plants, industrial parks, and urban
infrastructure. These projects can
domestic connectivity, facilitate trade, reduce
transportation costs, and support economic
development.  For  China, infrastructure
cooperation also creates long-term commercial
relationships and strengthens its economic
presence in African markets.

improve

Ports, Railways, Roads, and Energy Projects
Chinese involvement in African infrastructure
extends across several strategically important
sectors. Railway projects have received particular
attention because they connect major cities,
industrial areas, ports, and commercial centers.
The Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway, for example,
has strengthened Ethiopia’s connection to the
port of Dijibouti
international trade routes. Chinese companies
have also participated in highway and port
development, while energy projects
hydropower, solar, transmission, and other
electricity-generation facilities. Ports are especially
significant because maritime infrastructure can
facilitate international trade while also increasing
the strategic importance of locations along major
sea routes. Consequently, infrastructure projects
can simultaneously generate economic benefits
and strengthen China’s long-term strategic
connectivity with Africa.

and facilitated access to

include

Digital Connectivity

The BRI has increasingly expanded from physical
infrastructure toward digital connectivity. Chinese
technology companies have participated in
telecommunications, mobile networks, fiber-optic

infrastructure, data centers, satellite-related
services, and digital platforms across African
countries. Digital cooperation can contribute to
internet access, e.commerce, financial technology,
digital education, and government services. At the
same time, China’s role in Africa’s digital
infrastructure has strategic implications because
telecommunications networks and digital systems
can create longterm technological relationships
between Chinese firms and African states. The
development of the Digital Silk Road therefore
represents an increasingly important dimension of
China’s broader engagement with the continent.

Economic Corridors

The development of transportation and trade
networks under the BRI can contribute to the
formation of economic corridors linking inland
production centers with ports and international
markets.  Such  corridors can  integrate
transportation, logistics, industrial zones, energy
infrastructure, and trade networks. In Africa,
improved connectivity between landlocked
countries and ports is particularly
important because high transportation costs have
historically constrained regional trade. China’s
participation in railway, road, port, and industrial
projects can therefore facilitate regional economic
integration. These corridors also provide Chinese
companies with improved access to African
markets and natural resources while strengthening
connections between Africa and global supply
chains.

coastal

Strategic Significance of the BRI

The BRI has significance beyond infrastructure
and economic development. From a geo-strategic
perspective, it enables China to develop long-term
economic and political relationships with African
states while increasing its presence along
important international trade and maritime
routes. Infrastructure cooperation can generate
diplomatic  goodwill, expand commercial
networks, and strengthen China’s influence in
countries that are strategically important to

https://jssstudies.org

| Waheed et al., 2026 |

Page 265



JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE STUDIES

An International Peer-Reviewed Open Access Journal

ISSN (Online): 3006-2071

ISSN (Print): 3006-2063

Volume 4 ¢ Issue 5 * September 2026

Beijing. The BRI also provides China with
opportunities to diversify trade routes and protect
its overseas economic interests. The strategic
importance of the initiative is particularly visible
in locations such as the Horn of Africa and the
Red Sea, where commercial routes have
considerable importance for global trade.

From a realist perspective, therefore, the BRI can
be understood as an instrument through which
China combines economic power with
geopolitical influence. Although African countries
can benefit from improved infrastructure,
investment, employment, technology, and
connectivity, concerns have also emerged
regarding debt sustainability, transparency,
environmental impacts, local employment, and
dependence on external financing. Consequently,
the BRI represents both an opportunity for
African  development and an  important
instrument of China’s expanding geo-strategic
influence in Africa.

Opportunities for African States

China’s expanding economic and strategic
engagement with Africa provides several
important opportunities for African = states.

Through infrastructure investment, foreign direct
investment, technology cooperation, trade, and
development assistance, China has become an
important development partner for many African
countries. Although the benefits differ across
countries and sectors, Chinese engagement can
contribute  to modernization,
connectivity, industrial development, and regional
integration.

economic

Infrastructure Development

One of the most significant
associated ~ with  Chinese engagement is
infrastructure  development. Many  African
countries face major infrastructure deficits in
transportation, energy, telecommunications,
water, and wurban development. Chinese
companies and financial institutions have
participated in the construction of roads, railways,

opportunities

bridges, ports, airports, power plants, and
industrial facilities. Projects associated with the
Belt and Road Initiative can improve domestic
and  regional  connectivity and  reduce
transportation costs. Better infrastructure can also
facilitate trade, attract investment, and increase
the productive capacity of African economies

(Brautigam, 2009; World Bank, 2019).

Employment and Economic Growth

Chinese investment and infrastructure projects
can contribute to employment creation and
economic growth in  African  countries.
Construction, manufacturing,
telecommunications, transportation, and energy
projects create direct employment while
generating indirect employment through local
suppliers and supporting businesses. Large
infrastructure projects can stimulate economic
activity by improving connectivity between
producers, markets, and consumers. However, the
extent of employment benefits depends on the
participation of local workers and companies.

mining,

Strengthening local employment and
procurement can help African economies obtain
greater  longterm  benefits

investment.

from Chinese

Foreign Direct Investment

China represents an important source of foreign
direct investment (FDI) for African economies.
Chinese enterprises have invested in mining,
energy, manufacturing, telecommunications,
agriculture, construction, and financial services.
Such investment can provide African countries
with capital that may be difficult to obtain from
domestic sources. FDI can also contribute to
industrialization, expand productive capacity,
create business opportunities, and connect
African economies with international markets.
For developing African states, diversification of
investment partners can also provide greater
economic and diplomatic flexibility (Alden, 2007;
Sun, 2014).
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Technology and Skills Transfer

Chinese engagement provides opportunities for
technology transfer, technical training, and skills
development. Cooperation in
telecommunications, digital technology,
renewable energy, transportation, construction,
manufacturing, and other sectors can expose
African workers and institutions to
technologies and technical expertise. Chinese
companies and educational institutions have also
supported  training programs, scholarships,
vocational education, and professional exchanges.
If African states develop effective policies for local

new

training and knowledge transfer, Chinese
investment can contribute to the development of
domestic human capital and technological
capacity.

Trade and Development Cooperation
China-Africa  relations  have  expanded
opportunities for trade and development
cooperation. African countries can access the large
Chinese market for commodities, agricultural
products, minerals, and manufactured goods,
while Chinese companies gain access to African
consumers and markets. China has also provided
development assistance, concessional financing,
technical ~ cooperation, support,
educational opportunities, and other forms of
development cooperation. Institutions such as the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
provide a framework for strengthening economic
and political cooperation. Greater trade and
development cooperation can help African
countries diversify their external partnerships and
reduce dependence on traditional Western
sources of development assistance (Dike &
Owusu, 2024).

Overall, China’s engagement offers African states

medical

significant ~ opportunities in  infrastructure
development, employment generation,
investment, technology transfer, trade, and

development cooperation. These opportunities
can support economic transformation and

improve connectivity across the continent.

However, African governments need -effective
policies, transparency, local-content requirements,
and strong institutional capacity to ensure that
Chinese engagement produces sustainable and
mutually beneficial outcomes rather than creating
excessive economic dependence.

Opportunities for China in Africa

China’s growing engagement with Africa provides
several important economic, political, diplomatic,
security, and geo-strategic opportunities:

Access to Natural Resources

Africa possesses abundant reserves of oil, natural
gas, copper, cobalt, lithium, iron ore, manganese,
and other critical minerals, making the continent
strategically important to China’s economic and
industrial development. China is one of the
world’s largest manufacturing economies and has
substantial demand for energy and mineral
African
therefore provide opportunities for China to
diversify its
strengthen the security of its industrial supply
Chinese companies developed
partnerships and investments in African mining
and energy sectors, particularly in countries such
as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zambia,
Angola, and Guinea. From a realist perspective,
access to strategic resources is closely connected
with national power and longterm economic
security (Alden, 2007; Taylor, 2006). Critical
minerals are particularly important because they
are essential for high-technology manufacturing,
renewable-energy  systems, vehicles,
batteries, telecommunications, and advanced
industrial production. Cobalt and copper from
Central Africa, lithium from several African
countries, and other minerals increasingly form
part of global competition over critical supply
chains. China’s involvement in African mining
and processing can therefore provide access to
resources that support its technological and
industrial capabilities. The strategic importance of
these resources has increased as major powers seek

resources. resource-rich  countries

sources of raw materials and

chains. have

electric
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to secure reliable supplies for the energy transition
and advanced technologies. Consequently,
Africa’s mineral wealth has become an
increasingly important component of China’s
broader geo-economic and geo-strategic interests
(International Energy Agency [IEA], 2024).

China’s  resource  engagement also  has
implications for Africa’s economic development
and the wider balance of global power. Chinese
investment can provide African resource-rich
countries with capital, infrastructure,
employment, and access to international markets.
However, excessive dependence on the export of
unprocessed commodities may reinforce Africa’s
traditional role as a supplier of raw materials.
Therefore, African states need to promote local
processing, value addition, technology transfer,
and industrial development so that natural
resources generate broader domestic benefits. At
the strategic level, China’s growing access to
African resources strengthens its supply-chain
resilience and international economic position,
while increasing the importance of Africa in global
competition over energy and critical minerals

(World Bank, 2020).

Expansion of Trade and Investment

Africa represents a large increasingly
important market for Chinese goods, services,
technology, and investment. Over the past two
decades, China-Africa trade has expanded
considerably, while Chinese enterprises have
become increasingly active in sectors such as
infrastructure, telecommunications, energy,
manufacturing, mining, transportation,
finance. Africa’s growing population, expanding
consumer markets, and infrastructure
requirements provide Chinese companies with
opportunities to expand their exports and
establish long-term commercial partnerships. At
the same time, African countries can benefit from
increased access to Chinese capital, technology,
machinery, and consumer products (Owusu,
2024).Chinese investment in Africa also supports
the development of long-term economic networks.

and

and

Chinese state-owned enterprises and private
companies participate in major infrastructure and
industrial projects, while Chinese financial
institutions provide financing for selected
development and commercial activities. The Belt
and Road Initiative has further strengthened these
connections by linking infrastructure
development with trade and investment.
Improved roads, railways, ports, energy systems,
and telecommunications can facilitate the
movement of goods and services and create new
opportunities for regional and international trade.
For China, these economic relationships provide
access to African markets while strengthening the
position of Chinese firms in strategically
important sectors (Aslam, et,al, 2014).

From a geo-strategic perspective, the expansion of
trade and investment is important because
economic relationships can contribute to broader
political and diplomatic influence. Long-term
commercial partnerships
interdependence between China and African
states and provide Beijing with greater
opportunities  to  strengthen  diplomatic
cooperation. However, the benefits of expanding
trade and investment depend on whether African

can create

countries can diversify their economies, increase
local production, and obtain greater value from
Chinese investment. Therefore, China-Africa
economic cooperation has the potential to support
mutual development while simultaneously
strengthening China’s long-term economic and

geo-strategic position in Africa ( Dike & Owusu,
2024).

Strategic Maritime Access

Africa’s geographical position along major
maritime routes connecting the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans makes the continent strategically
important for China’s expanding global economic
and geopolitical interests. Several African coastal
states are located near critical sea lanes through
which a significant volume of international trade
and energy supplies passes. China’s growing
investments in  African  ports, shipping
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infrastructure, logistics networks, and coastal
economic zones can therefore improve
connectivity between China, Africa, the Middle
East, and Europe. From a realist perspective,
access to strategically located  maritime
infrastructure can enhance China’s ability to
secure trade routes, protect overseas economic
interests, and strengthen its broader geopolitical
position (Brautigam, 2009).

China’s maritime engagement in Africa also has
important implications for energy security,
commercial protection, and naval presence. Ports
and maritime infrastructure can facilitate the
movement of Chinese goods and raw materials
while supporting the security of increasingly
extensive overseas commercial activities. The
establishment of China’s military support facility
in Dijibouti, near the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,
illustrates the strategic importance of the Horn of
Africa and the surrounding maritime routes. Such
developments
connectivity can acquire wider security and
strategic significance. Consequently, ~Africa’s
maritime geography provides China with
opportunities to protect its commercial interests,
strengthen supply-chain resilience, and expand its
influence in strategically important areas of the
international system (Friedberg, 2022).

demonstrate hOW economic

Expansion of Chinese Companies
African markets provide significant opportunities

for Chinese companies to expand their
commercial activities across sectors such as
construction, telecommunications, energy,

automobiles, digital technology, mining, and
manufacturing. Over the past two decades,
Chinese state-owned and private enterprises have
increasingly  participated in  infrastructure
development, resource extraction,
telecommunications networks, power generation,
transportation, and industrial projects across the
continent. This expansion enables Chinese firms
to access new markets, secure raw materials,
establish long-term business partnerships, and
increase their international competitiveness.

China’s economic engagement with Africa has
therefore become an important component of its
broader foreign economic strategy (Alden, 2007;
Brautigam, 2009).

The expansion of Chinese companies also
contributes to China’s wider geo-strategic
influence in Africa. Through investments in
telecommunications,  digital  infrastructure,
transport, energy, and manufacturing, Chinese
firms can establish longterm  economic
relationships with African governments and local
markets. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has
further encouraged Chinese enterprises to
participate in infrastructure and connectivity
projects, linking commercial interests with
broader economic and strategic objectives. From a
realist perspective, the international expansion of
Chinese companies can strengthen China’s
economic capabilities, enhance access to strategic
resources and markets, and support the country’s
growing influence within the international system

(Mearsheimer, 2001).

Challenges of China’s Engagement in Africa
Although China’s growing engagement provides
important opportunities for African states, it has
also generated several economic, political, social,
and strategic challenges. These challenges are
particularly relevant to the sustainability of
China-Africa and the longterm
development interests of African countries.

relations

Debt Sustainability

One major concern is debt sustainability. Some
African countries have borrowed substantially to
finance large infrastructure projects involving
Chinese lenders. Where projects fail to generate
sufficient economic returns, governments may
face difficulties servicing their debts. This can
place pressure on public finances and reduce the
resources available for social development.
However, the idea of a systematic Chinese “debt-
trap” strategy remains contested in the academic
literature; therefore, debt problems should be
examined on a country-by-country basis rather
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than attributed automatically to Chinese governments therefore need etfective
financing (Brautigam, 2020). environmental regulations and monitoring
mechanisms to  ensure that economic

Economic Dependence

Another challenge is the possibility of economic
dependence on China. Many African economies
export raw materials such as oil, minerals, and
agricultural commodities while  importing
manufactured goods and machinery. This pattern
can reinforce Africa’s position as a supplier of
primary commodities rather than encouraging
diversified industrial development. Excessive
dependence on a single external economic partner
may also reduce the bargaining power of African
governments and increase their vulnerability to
changes in Chinese demand and global
commodity prices (Alden, 2007).

Local Employment and Labour Concerns

Chinese infrastructure and construction projects
have sometimes generated concerns regarding
local employment and Labour practices. Although
Chinese projects employment
opportunities, questions have been raised about
the proportion of skilled positions occupied by
local workers and the extent of technology and
skills transfer. Labour disputes, differences in
workplace practices, and concerns about working
conditions can create tensions between Chinese

create

companies and local communities. Strong Labour
regulations and local-content policies are therefore
important for ensuring that African workers
benefits from Chinese

receive sustainable

investment.

Environmental and Social Impacts

Large-scale infrastructure, mining, energy, and
resource-extraction  projects can  create
environmental and social challenges. Mining
activities contribute to environmental
degradation, while large construction projects can
affect ecosystems and local communities.
Concerns may also emerge regarding land
acquisition,  displacement,  pollution, and
inadequate environmental assessment. African

may

development does not occur at the expense of
environmental sustainability and community
welfare.

Transparency and Governance

The increasing involvement of Chinese companies
and financial institutions has also raised concerns
regarding transparency, accountability, and
governance. Some infrastructure agreements have
been criticized for limited public disclosure or
insufficient  parliamentary and civil-society
oversight. Weak institutions can make it difficult
to evaluate the longterm financial and social
consequences of major projects. Greater
transparency in contracts, loan arrangements,
procurement, and project implementation is
therefore necessary to ensure accountability and
protect national interests.

Strategic Implications of China’s Expanding Geo-
Strategic Influence in Africa

China’s expanding presence in Africa has
implications that extend beyond bilateral
economic relations. Its growing involvement in
infrastructure, trade, resources,
diplomacy, technology, security  is
contributing to changes in the distribution of
power and influence within the international
system. From a realist perspective, China’s
engagement can be interpreted as an effort to
advance national interests, strengthen geopolitical
influence, secure strategic resources, and enhance
its position as a major global power.

natural
and

Changing Balance of Global Power

China’s expanding influence in Africa contributes
to the changing balance of global power. Through
trade, investment, infrastructure, diplomatic
cooperation, and security engagement, Beijing has
developed relationships with a large number of
African states. This provides China with greater
economic and diplomatic reach beyond Asia and
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strengthens its position in the Global South.
Africa’s growing importance in international
affairs means that stronger Chinese engagement
can contribute to the emergence of a more
multipolar international system.

Implications for the United States

China’s growing presence in Africa has important
implications for U.S.-China strategic
competition. Washington has traditionally
maintained significant political, economic, and
security relationships with African states, but
China’s expanding infrastructure investment,
trade, technology cooperation, and diplomatic
engagement has created greater competition for
influence. Strategic locations such as the Horn of
Africa and the Red Sea are particularly important
because of their connection to international
maritime trade and security. Consequently, Africa
is increasingly becoming an important arena in the
broader competition between the two major
powers.

Transformation of China-Africa Relations

China’s engagement is transforming the
traditional nature of China-Africa relations from
relatively limited economic cooperation into a
multidimensional strategic partnership. Economic
relations are increasingly connected with political
diplomacy, technology, education,
exchanges, and security cooperation. Institutions
such as FOCAC provide mechanisms for regular
political ~ dialogue This
multidimensional relationship gives China greater
opportunities to develop long-term partnerships

cultural

and coordination.

with  African  governments and  political
institutions.
Greater Strategic Importance of African
Resources

China’s demand for energy and critical minerals
has increased the strategic importance of resource-
rich African states. Qil, natural gas, copper, cobalt,
lithium, and other minerals are increasingly
important for China’s industrial production,

energy transition, and technological development.
Chinese investment in African resource sectors
can strengthen China’s supply-chain security. At
the same time, competition for critical minerals
may increase the strategic importance of Africa in
relations among China, the United States,
European states, and other emerging powers.

Maritime and Geostrategic Significance

Africa’s location along major international
maritime routes has important implications for
China’s global strategy. The Red Sea, Gulf of
Aden, Horn of Africa, and western Indian Ocean
are important for international trade and energy
transportation. China’s economic interests in
these areas have encouraged greater attention to
maritime security and the protection of overseas
interests. The establishment of China’s military
support base in Djibouti demonstrates the
increasing security dimension of Beijing’s African
engagement. This development has implications
for the wider strategic balance in the Indian Ocean
and surrounding regions.

Expansion of China’s Soft Power

China’s growing engagement also contributes to
the expansion of its soft power and diplomatic
influence. Scholarships, educational exchanges,
cultural cooperation, media partnerships, medical
assistance, and development programs allow
China to strengthen people-to-people relations
These
improve China’s image and create longterm
networks between Chinese and  African
Political party-to-party
cooperation further strengthens China’s ability to
develop relationships beyond conventional state-
to-state diplomacy.

with African societies. initiatives can

institutions. and

Implications for African Strategic Autonomy

China’s growing presence provides African
countries with additional diplomatic and
economic choices. African governments can
diversify their external partnerships rather than
relying exclusively on Western countries and
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institutions. This may increase their bargaining
power and strategic autonomy. However, excessive
dependence on China could create new forms of
economic or political vulnerability. Therefore,
African states need to maintain balanced relations
with China, the United States, Europe, Russia,
India, and other external actors while prioritizing
their own national and regional interests.

Emergence of a More Multipolar International
Order

Perhaps the most significant strategic implication
is China’s contribution to the emergence of a
more multipolar international order. China’s
growing economic and diplomatic presence in
Africa challenges the historically dominant
position of Western powers and provides African
states with alternative sources of finance,
technology, infrastructure, and diplomatic
cooperation. From a realist perspective, this
expansion reflects competition for power and
influence among major international actors.
Africa is consequently becoming an increasingly
important arena in the transformation of global
power relations.

China’s expanding geo-strategic influence ' in
Africa has regional, continental, and global
consequences. It strengthens China’s access to
resources and markets, expands its diplomatic and
strategic reach, and contributes to competition
with the United States and other major powers.
For African states, Chinese engagement provides
opportunities for development and greater

strategic choice but also creates challenges
concerning  dependency, governance, and
geopolitical competition. Ultimately, China-

Africa relations are becoming an important factor
in the transition toward a more multipolar
international system.

Conclusion
China’s expanding geo-strategic influence in
Africa represents one of the most significant

from  historical political and ideological
cooperation into a comprehensive partnership
involving trade, investment, infrastructure,
natural resources, technology, diplomacy, and
security. Through the Belt and Road Initiative,
FOCAC, infrastructure projects, resource
investments, and diplomatic engagement, China
has strengthened its economic and strategic
presence across the African continent. From a
realist perspective, this expansion reflects China’s
pursuit of national interests, strategic resources,
geopolitical influence, and a stronger position
within the international system.

The study demonstrates that Chinese engagement
creates substantial opportunities for African
states, particularly through infrastructure
development, foreign  direct  investment,
employment, technology transfer, trade, and

development  cooperation.  Chinese-financed
roads, railways, ports, energy projects,
telecommunications networks, and industrial

facilities can contribute to connectivity and
economic development. At the same time, several
challenges  require consideration,
including  debt  sustainability,
dependence, environmental concerns, labour
issues, limited transparency, resource dependency,
and geopolitical competition. Therefore, China’s
engagement should neither be viewed entirely as a
development opportunity nor simply as a strategy
for domination; its outcomes vary according to the
policies, institutions, bargaining capacity, and
development priorities of individual African
states.

careful
economic

Strategically, China’s growing presence in Africa is
contributing to the transformation of global power
relations. Africa has become
important to China’s access to natural resources,
markets, maritime routes, diplomatic support, and
strategic partnerships. China’s expanding role also
has implications for U.S.-China competition and
the wider movement toward a more multipolar
international order. The future of China-Africa

increasingly

developments in contemporary international relations will therefore depend on whether
relations. China-Africa relations have evolved cooperation can become more balanced,
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transparent, sustainable, and beneficial to African
development. African states should maximize the
developmental advantages of Chinese engagement
while maintaining strategic and
protecting their long-term national interests.

autonomy

Recommendations

Strengthen African Negotiating Capacity
African governments should strengthen their
institutional and technical capacity to negotiate
agreements with Chinese companies and financial
institutions. Contracts involving infrastructure,
mining, energy, and natural resources should be
carefully evaluated to ensure that they serve long-
term national development objectives.

Promote Transparency and Accountability
Chinese-funded projects should be subject to
greater transparency, parliamentary oversight,
public  accountability, and  independent
evaluation. Governments should make major loan
agreements, project costs, repayment conditions,
and procurement arrangements publicly accessible
where appropriate.

Prioritize Local Employment

African states should negotiate stronger local-
content and employment requirements. Chinese
companies should be encouraged or required,
where feasible, to employ and train local workers
and develop partnerships with African businesses.
This would increase the longterm domestic
benefits of Chinese investment.

Encourage Technology and Skills Transfer
Future agreements should place greater emphasis
on technology transfer, vocational training,
scholarships, research cooperation, and skills
development. African countries should seek to
move beyond infrastructure construction toward
developing their own technological and industrial
capabilities.

Promote Industrialization and Value Addition
African states should avoid excessive dependence
on the export of raw materials. Cooperation with
China should increasingly focus on local
processing, manufacturing, industrial parks, and
valueadded production so that African
economies can obtain a larger share of the
economic benefits from their natural resources.

Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Large-scale infrastructure and mining projects
should comply with strong environmental and
social  standards.  Environmental = impact
assessments, community consultation, pollution
control, and sustainable resource management
should be incorporated into project planning and
implementation.
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